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Eslite d’ Corps Members 
Handbook 
Available soon in PDF or Print 

Epic Quests 
Justin Webb 

When EdC first started a small, incomplete members 
handbook was produced and made available to 
members and potential members in PDF format. This 
eBook which contained important and valuable 
information about EdC was never really finished or 
expanded as promised, that is until now. It has been a 
huge task, daunting and uncertain at times but I am 
now pleased and relieved to announce that this mighty 
tome is almost complete and ready for distribution. 

A Book to Cover All Bases 

This book is of great importance to members of EdC, 
allies and guests who intend to perform or to participate 
with EdC at events. The book is intended to be a cover 
all guide to performing in EdC, including chapters on 
persona, combat, archery, costume, culture, and from 
some outside parties as well to keep it filled with useful, 
high quality content. To be able to keep this publication 

Big Plans for Abbey 2011  

Abbey Medieval Festival will be a big event for EdC in 
2011, more so than perhaps usual. Joining us this year 
as always will be Friends of the Greyhound, returning 
will be Full Flight Birds of Prey and for the first time we 
will be joined by renowned bowyer and war bow archer 
Steve Stratton from the UK, joined by members from 

War Bow Australia. The festival commences on 
Saturday 2nd of July with the banquet and continues all 
week culminating in the two day event most members 

are familiar with on the 9th and 10th of July. The 
Children’s Day is on the Wednesday of the festival 

week instead of the usual Tuesday. Members of EdC 
will be setting up the encampment on Monday the 4th to 

 

Grand Parade, Abbey Medieval Festival 2010. 

continued on page 2 
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membership requirements and kit checklists among 
many other relevant subjects. Originally slated for a 
January release it has suffered setbacks and has now 
been pushed back to a March release. The initial 
release will be in PDF form and will be free to 
members. Print copies will be available soon after at a 
price TBA. 

Medieval Denistry  
“Nothing happened in dentistry in the middle ages that is worth 
recording” 
 
 This is the very first sentence I read in one of the 
three dental history books I borrowed. I ignored it and 
continued pouring through different sections with dates 
and information that is relevant to 14th century. The 
statement was wrong but not far off. It isn’t to say no 
one had tooth problems, or that no one was in the 
dental profession; there was just no real advancement 
or discovery into dental studies.  The dental world 
largely consisted of extractions and fake remedies for 
cavities. 
 
In 1163 Pope Alexander forbade the clergy to interfere 
in such matters or in any works which involved 
shedding of the blood. This edict of tours was a matter 
of rejoicing for the then barbers and other lay 
operators who saw in this edict to profit themselves in 
their practice of barberry. Later after this barbers and 
lays were separated entirely from monastic rule, and 
from the end of the 12th century to the beginning of the 
14th  they formed themselves into a guild of barber 
surgeons retaining a religious tincture in that men of 
the craft still attended funerals of the deceased 
members and their wives. On a social side they 
gathered once a year for a feast. They transformed 
into a guild which to all intents and purposes was the 
same as a trade guild. But they differed in certain 
features more towards professionalism rather then 
commercialism. In 1309 Richard Le Barber is 
appointed as master barber and he was admitted and 
made oath to make scrutiny throughout his entire 
trade. If he was to find any among them to be keeping 
a brothel or acting unseemly in any other way, or to 
add scandal to the trade, he was to distrain upon them 
and take them to the chamber. 
 
Actual surgeons and doctors of the time had little or no 
knowledge of dental disease, therefore had no 
problems leaving tooth extraction to the barber 
surgeons deeming it to practical and best left to the 
manual hands of the barber surgeons. This is not to 
say that the barber surgeons had no competition or 
could be trusted completely. Guy De Chauliac (1300-
1368), the most renowned surgeon of the day, thought 
highly of the ‘dentators’ as he called them but 
suggested they should work under the supervision of a 

qualified physician.  
 
As for competition for the barbers there was plenty, 
anyone who could wait until market day might have 
had their teeth removed by one of the itinerant tooth 
drawers. These vagabonds who set up shop at every 
street corner were a shifty lot with an unsavoury 
reputation. They would boast brazenly about their 
painless tooth extractions and were responsible for the 
saying “he lies like a tooth drawer” used throughout 
Europe.  
 
Other tooth extractors could be found in the keeper of 
the public bath house and the state executioner can be 
approached if he is not otherwise engaged. The 
executioner gets experience by pulling out teeth of 
culprits who ate meat during Lent or as a form of 
torture to gain a confession from a suspect criminal.  
 
Some of the hoaxes and magical remedies such as 
hiding a fruit worm in a ball of “herbs” then getting the 
patient to bite on said herb ball, after the patient does 
so the quack (usually a tooth drawer) would use pliers 
and pull out the fruit worm to an amazed audience 
(worms being the main suspect in dental decay at the 
time). One of the earliest references to tooth drawers 
in English literature is that in Piers Plowman (1377); “in 
part dealing with the seven deadly sins where “gloton”, 
going on his way to mass, is enticed into a tavern and 
takes part in a disreputable scene, together with 
porters, pickpurses and peeled tooth drawers”. 
 
Other hoaxes include rubbing the teeth with the fat of a 
green frog would make them fall out; it even goes to 
say if an ox was to chew one accidentally all its teeth 
would fall out immediately. Also Master John Arderne 
of Newark in the art of surgery (1376) states rubbing 
the gum or tooth with ivy would cause it to fall out. 
 
So rampant were these quacks that in 1415 there was 
a prohibition against them and the mayor and 
aldermen took counsel and brought before them every 
name of every barber who practiced in surgery and 
dwelt in the city. They were all inquired into their duties 
experience and tools (dental forceps much like today’s, 
pelican forceps, storks bill pliers and nose speculum) a 
fine of forty pence was forced in default. Much like how 
medical workers today have to be registered.  
 
Other interesting facts; they did replace teeth with 
other people’s teeth or carved bone. Also the red and 
white barber pole comes from ancient signs of a 
bleeding arm wrapped in bandages. 
 
 
Greg Oliff – Barber surgeon and company archer of 
the retenue. ��  
 

 

continued from page 1 
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D O  Y O U  K N O W  O F  A N  E V E N T ? 
If you are aware of an event or run an event that you think 

might be worthy of an EdC presence please email, call or fax 

us the details as per our contacts on page 4. Feedback on 

member availability is always a great help in the planning of 

any event so do let us know if you can or cannot attend any 

of these events listed below. 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

EDC MEETINGS 

TBA 

EDC COMBAT TRAINING 

PLACE CENTENARY LAKES PARK, CABOOLTURE 

TIME 4:30PM EVERY WEDNESDAY (WEATHER PERMITTING) 

Organized and hosted by Luke Binks this combat session is 

an open invite to all re-enactors not just EdC members. Runs 

for an hour to an hour and a half. 

GATTON HEAVY HORSE FIELD DAYS 

PLACE GATTON SHOWGROUNDS 

TIME 30TH MAY-1ST
 APRIL 2011 

Two day event at Gatton. A great show not to be missed 

where EdC will showcase our activities and talented 

members to the Lockyer Valley crowds alongside of heavy 

horse and international blacksmith and farrier teams. 

www.gattonheavyhorses.com  

HISTORY ALIVE! 

PLACE FORT LYTTON NATIONAL PARK 

TIME 11TH
 & 12TH

 OF JUNE 2011 

Still a tentative event for us at this stage. The QLHF event of 

the year features a display covering re-enactment and living 

history groups depicting from the era of Roman Legions 

through to World War II.  www.historyalive.org.au  

ABBEY MEDIEVAL FESTIVAL 

PLACE ABBEYSTOWE, ABBEY MUSEUM 

TIME 9TH
 & 10TH

 JULY 2011 

The annual Abbey event and our flagship performance. 

www.abbeytournament.com  

 

get a good head start and to be ready for the 
Wednesday event. Any help from members, guest or 
friends and family would be greatly appreciated this 
year. Keep watching the Herald for more details on the 
events and media opportunities leading into them. 

An exciting potential series of events include a joust, 
full contact foot combat, a war bow display, 14th C 
authentic archery competition and of course the birds 
of prey performing up to three times a day; one big 
show and two smaller shows in or near the 
encampment.  

��  

Members and allies of EdC can keep up to date with 
EdC operations, news and events via the Google 
Group. A Google account is required to sign up. 
http://groups.google.com.au/group/Eslite-dCorps  ��  

Eslite d” Corps is a member of the Queensland Living 
History Federation and all members must also have 
current membership in the QLHF or the Australasian 
Living History Federation (ALHF). More information 
can be found at www.qlhf.org.au ��  

 

 
The Baron Christian Christiansson, Kitefest 2009. 

 

continued from page 1 

EdC needs your article or 
advertisement! 

Help make our group better and more fulfilled by 
filling this space and others like it yet to be created 
with an article or promotional text advertising your 
product or service. Email or call (contact details 
are on the last page) and for $50 you will receive 
12 months advertising in the EdC Herald. 
Alternatively, members and guests are invited to 
submit articles that serve to impart knowledge to 
aid us all on our lifelong quest to be the best in our 
chosen field! All fees go towards the running costs 
of EdC which is a non profit organization. 
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 INFORMATIO n

M E R C H A N T S  O F  G O O D  R E P U T E  

PACKERS LEATHER 

For all your leather work needs. Special re-enactment grade 

leather available. 101-107 Boundary Road,  

Narangba, Qld. 07 3203 1323 www.packerleather.com  

FREELANCE ACADEMY PRESS 

An independent publishing house led by renowned 

swordsman, Christian Tobler. Books and DVDs available for 

the budding combatant are high quality and well priced. 

www.freelanceacademypress.com  

KATS HATS 

The best head wear any where in the world today for 

medieval re-enactors and museums. If you somebody who is 

anybody you’ll have one of these great hats handmade in 

England by the best there is in terms of quality and historical 

accuracy. www.kats-hats.co.uk  

RED HART REPRODUCTIONS 

The best custom armour, weaponry and WMA supplies 

available in Australia today.  1B/79 Anzac Ave, Redcliffe 

4020 Check out the Red Hart Reproductions Facebook page 

for pics and news. www.redhartreproductions.com  

Medieval Design, Italy 
 

 

Medieval Design are an Italian company who make 
and sell high quality reproduction items highly 
recommended for use in EdC. Great service and 
great prices as well as some items you will not find 
anywhere else today. ��  

 
www.medieval design.com  

Eslite d’ Corps 
P.O. Box 2063 
Redcliffe Nth 
Qld 4020 
 
Office: 07 5495 5662 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 
Fax :    07 5495 5663 
Email: enquiries@eslitedcorps.com 
Website: www.eslitedcorps.com  
Editor/Publisher: Justin Webb 

Eslite d’ Corps are a group of individuals who are passionate about re-
enacting the 14th century between the years of 1340-1380. EdC perform 
in various parts of Australia at many varied locations and events, 
bringing their special brand of education and entertainment in regards 
to the lifestyle, culture and research of the 14th century. EdC is available 
for hire for your special event. EdC is a non profit organization and is a 
member of the Australian Living History Federation and the Queensland 
Living History Federation. EdC has PLI cover and was established in 
2005 though it’s members have been active in the re-enactment world 
both professionally and as amateur enthusiasts for many years. Eslite 
d’ Corps is an Old French phrase which is the same as the Corps d’ 
Elite which means best in a chosen field and EdC strive to live up to this 
title. 

EdC Herald, Eslite d’ Corps and all articles, images and text within are copyright © 2009-2011 by Justin Webb, Sir Justyn 
and Eslite d’ Corps. No article, image or text within may be used without the written express consent of its’ respective 

owner(s). EdC Herald is distributed electronically and in print form. Advertsing enquiries welcome. Article submissions 
welcome. Subscriptions welcome. 

 


